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Principal’ Word

Dear RCLS family folks,

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Whoa! We will be finishing this school year in about five weeks. As the old-saying has, “Time goes
by quickly when you’re having fun.” Haven’t you? | certainly have! “But no, not so fast!” I kept
reminding myself not getting into the mood for a closing speech for my term as the principal,
because from now and to the end of the semester, we still have many exciting activities and fun

coming our way:

PTA bake Sale (4/19)

School staff nomination (4/19)

Word/Phrase Recognition Contest (4/26)

Fall Registration and School leadership election (5/3, 10, 17)
End of Semester Ceremony (5/17)

The RCLS 2008 Youth Cultural Summer Camp (7/21 ~ 7/25)

Now, our Summer Camp is open to the public for registration. Please tell your friends
or neighbors about this precious opportunity to learn about Chinese cultures and

traditions. Our website is “http://www.ncrcls.org/index.shtml’

The love of the RCLS family folks has propelled RCLS for 31 years. As BoD is accepting
nomination for staff positions, | encourage that please consider this is an opportunity for offering
your ‘love’ to this dear family. | serve this family because I love this family. Now, the clock tells
me it’s 2 AM, but I still click away to finish this article, because I love this family. | have a dream!
That, one day, the members will rise and vie for serving the body. And one day, that the BoD would

be able to say, “Sorry, our positions are full, how about we give you a rain check for the next year?”

Happy learning Chinese!

Sincerely,
Jenwei Kuo
Principal, RCLS
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Annul school election is scheduled on May 3™ and 10". Submission
deadline is April 19™".




BOD Report

Dear RCLS Families and Members,

Spring has come. Flowers are blooming. And we have the same feeling of warm and growth
within our very own school.

Raleigh Chinese Language School maintains a long tradition of volunteers who take on the
responsibilities of helping run school. Our volunteers make up the administrative staff and
the Board Directors. Through everyone’s dedication and teamwork, we make RCLS a great
school for our children as well as for the community we live in. Our annual school election
will be held on May 3™ and 10™. We have a number of Leadership positions available and
will be accepting nominations till April 19". We encourage every parent to consider
volunteering for the leadership and supporting staff positions. That's a great opportunity
for you to contribute. You may talk to the current or former staffs about particular
position's job description. (See annex | for more details)

We are going to host RCLS Youth Summer Camp this year. The last time we hosted the
camp is in 1997. It’s a great joy to re-introduce this wonderful summer camp after 10
years. Please make sure mark your calendar and join RCLS for a fun summer.

Last February when our Student Affairs Binghong passed away, many parents and staffs
offered their helps without hesitation. Every one was amazed the overwhelming supports
and helps that have been put together within a very short time period. It truly shows that
RCLS is a big family. We care about and support each other. And that’s what most precious
thing we have as a school as well as a community.

As many of you know, one of the main responsibilities of BOD is planning the direction and
development of school. RCLS is founded in 1977 and is the first Chinese language school
North Carolina Triangle Area. As we celebrated 30™ anniversary last year, we noticed the
strong demand of learning Chinese and we are now enter a new era that’s quite different
from before. We need new act in response to this new era.

BOD has been discussed this new trend and collected related information to help us better
prepared. A whole-school survey was among the information collected. We are pleased to
note that various opinions and different voices emerge through the process. Each one of
them is important to us. We thank you for all your participation and support. Below is a
few important outlines that concluded by BOD.




1. BOD and Office staff improved the quality of curriculum design and teaching instruction,
encouraged teachers to pursue further studies, and adopted appropriate teaching
materials promptly.

2. RCLS incorporate AP Chinese standards announced by College Board into related
curriculum planning.

3. RCLS continued to teach traditional Chinese characters, as they have been taught since
the very first day school was founded. We should treasure it and enhance its visibility and
accessibility in the new era. (See annex II)

4. RCLS continues to emphasize he importance of Zhuyin while recognizing the popularity
of Pinyin. Besides teaching Zhuyin, the school can incorporate Pinyin into current
curriculum as an additional tool for learning Chinese starting from 2008-2009. The
suggested process is two phases:

(a) Introductory phase: for grade level 4th, 5th and 6th, teachers are recommended to

introduce Pinyin along with Zhiyin when vocabularies are appearing in the lesson contexts.
Pinyin is introduced to students but not a requirement.

(b) Implementation phase: for grade 7" and beyond, teachers are recommended to teach
Pinyin along with Zhiyin. Students are expected to have proficiency in both Zhiyin and
Pinyin when they graduate from RCLS.

(c) CSL (Chinese as Second Language), CV (Adult Conversation) and PC (Practical Chinese) classes may
be excused from these two phases.

5. BOD drafted the Bylaws for Raleigh Chinese Language School Alumni and Friends
Association that would strengthen ties between school and alumni. And start to invite
interested alumni and friends to join further discussion and action.

If you have any further suggestion or question, please contact BOD directly. Thanks a lot!

Sincerely,

NCRCLS Board of Directors: directors@ncrcls.org

Yulan Chung Suping Chao

933-8559 319-1617

Le Huynh Cyndy Robinson ChingMaio Chen
250-9266 625-1207 303-6515




Annex | RCLS Annul Election for 2008-2009

We are now accepting the nominations of the candidates for RCLS 2008-2009 leadership
positions. We encourage everyone to take ownership of the school, get involved and
contribute your skills by volunteering for the Leadership or Administrative Officer
positions.

Leadership Positions are filled by annual elections. They include
a. Principal (ff=): 1-year term
Principal-elect (Fif%-<): 1-year term
Board Director (117 £1) (2 positions [?y {7): 2-year term
PTA Chair (% <7 =): 1-year term
PTA Chair-elect (%:’;%F?E'Jﬁi): 1-year term

® a0 o

The Board of Directors are elected for a term of 2 years, and may be re-elected to
serve for a second term but no more than two consecutive terms.

Nomination - Nomination is a period of 3-4 weeks that members are encouraged to
nominate qualified candidate for the open positions. To be eligible as a candidate, a
person must:
a. be a RCLS member and agrees to be nominated,
b. receive written endorsement from at least two other RCLS members, and
c. provide a brief written bio of his/her RCLS involvement, strengths and
objectives.
It is preferable that the candidate has previously served in the faculty or staff
positions for two years and is familiar with RCLS business to be effective.

Important dates:

- March 22 Nomination begins

- April 19 All nomination due in writing or email

- April 26 Ballots to be distributed with Fall Registration
- May 3 &10 Members vote.

We appreciate your continuous support and contribution to RCLS and we encourage you to
make an effort to get involved personally. Nominations will be accepted by the Board of
Directors (BOD) from March 22 until April 19. Please send your nominations directly to
BOD, directors@ncrcls.org. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact BOD.
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