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Note From the Principal

Dear RCLS Family Members,

Four weeks have been fleeting by, how’s
your life in the family so far? Hope it’s a
good one. My life is for sure not as easy as
eating instant noodles, chicken flavor. But
working with so many diligent students,
friendly parents, loving teachers, A-team
staffs, meticulous BoD, and timely Advil, it
is certainly a joyful experience that nothing
else can replace it.

As the big wheel keeps on rolling through
the rest of the semester, | will strive to do
my best to provide you with the best
learning, teaching, and working
environment.

Happy Fall Semester!

Jenwei Kuo
NCRCLS Principal 2007-2008
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For you to know: For 07-08 school year
we have 157 family and 252 students in
the RCLS
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Summary for PTA meeting

RCLS annual PTA meeting took placed on Sep. 15
Thanks to all parents’ participation. The following is
the summary from PTA Chair Ching-Miao Chen.

1. This semester, every class elects one class parent,
who would play the communication role between
PTA and classroom teacher. PTA is open to every
parent and family. Should you have any suggestion
or opinion, feel free to call or e-mail us. You can
find our contact info on school’s web site.

2. We have a lot of treats and coffee prepared as your
refreshment in Parent’s Lounge, located across from
the office. There is a PTA Communication Book for
your opinion and expression regarding to your
question about RCLS, or your life/school
experience. PTA will answer your question, too.

3. By the requirement from the church and school, no
business activity is allowed within the campus. Start
from this year, all of the events and workshop need
to get the permit ion in advance.

4. Our most important task is to find the sufficient
resources to support our school’s teachers and
students. Fund raising needs everybody’s help,
especially from those global companies who
provide community support fund/resources to local
charities and school. If parents work in IBM, SAS,
CISCO....Please ask your HR department for the
details to help us. We really appreciate to you.

5. Internally, this semester our fund raising would
through the purchasing of gift cards, which include
Grand Asia, Harris Teeter, and Lowes Food. RCLS
would benefits from your gift cards purchasing, and
you would still get the shopping as the face amount,
$20.00/each. Thanks in advance. Don’t forget to
link your Harris Teeter VIC Card, Food Lion MVP
Card to RCLS.

6. We still have RCLS T-shirt available for your
purchasing.

7. The Atlanta Office of the Overseas Compatriot
Affairs Commission, OCAC, would provide free
Chinese Language bi-weekly for our parents. If you
are interested, please contact PTA or check at
WWW.0cac.gov.tw
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06-07 School Year
Income and Expense Sheet

NC Raleigh Chinese Language School
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Raleigh Chines Language School
Year of July/06 - June/07
Statement of Income and Expense

Income
ADV.(Directory & Web site) $3,650.00
Donation (Parents Lounge Room & Personal) $523.76
Bake sale (Fall semester) $1,356.75
School T-Shirts & Mugs $2,460.00
30th Ann. Carnival $2,597.86
Chinese food order in Feb $301.75
Bake sale (Spring semester) $781.06
Chinese food order in May $202.75
Book sale @ carnival $74.00
Class activity fee $2,056.00
Total $14,003.93
Expense

Check ordering fee $17.35
Moon cakes $400.00
Printing (For Student Directory) $992.43
Postage $50.82
Office supply $160.32
Bake sale supply (Fall semester) $11.76
School T-Shirts & Mugs $3,774.18
Class activity fee $550.67
Chinese New Year (red bags, $1/per,

cleaning up fee) $313.97
School logo contest award $250.00
School printer + Banner $179.67
Teacher appreciation reward $790.00
PTA seal $42.69
school staffs dinner $1,138.00
06-07 Academic Affairs Dep.

Awards & Prizes $616.35
Total $9288.21

By Carrie Hervey 9/21/2007

# of Language Classes 30

# of Culture Classes 11

# of Stutents 261

# of Weeks 32
Income

Tuition $57,224.50
Donation $5,744.43
Late registration Fee $165.00
$50 volunteer deposit $450.00
Other Income $476.00
Total Income $64,059.93
Expense

Teachers' Salary $49,710.41
Academic Affairs $341.61
Language class fee $2,387.59
General Affairs $599.38
Canon monthly leasing fee $1,667.05
Canon contract fee $688.00
Canon overuse fee $1,100.00
Insurance 3/8/07-3/8/08 $526.00
Library Affairs $557.57
Treasurer $50.25
Web Domain 11/5/06 - 11/4/08 $23.98
Web addr.com 6/27/05-10/26/06 $255.63
Donation to Church $2,800.00
Rental Fee $12*260 $3,168.00
Gift $429.75
miscellaneous $628.59
Total Expense $64,933.81
Net Income(Loss) ($873.88)

Data provided by Lydia Chen
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Curriculum Design and target for you to know:
About “PC”’, ““CSL”’, and “CV”’

It is RCLS’s mission to provide the most suitable learning experience to our diversify students
population. By designing different tracks of teaching/learning approaches, we hope our students and
families would benefit from it. The following are the brief description about the curriculum, for the
official details, please visit RCLS’s website at http://www.ncrcls.org/classlst.shtml

Practical Chinese Classes (PC)

PC starts with children age 4 and up and is designed for children from families where Chinese is not
the primary spoken language at home. Unlike CSL, PC focuses on BoPoMoFo. The m ajor reason
PC is established is to separate students with above background from traditional Chinese program
as we have learned from years of teaching experiences that those students need special design of the
curriculum other than the traditional class.

Chinese as Second Language Classes (CSL)

CSL is created for students who do not speak Chinese at home. This program is open to students age
7 and up, who already know their alphabetic and so will not get confused while learning Chinese
Pin-Yin. We usually do not have adult students in CSL.

Adult Conversation Class (CV)
CV serves the similar student background as CLS. Except that CV is designed for adult learners only
since children and adults learn differently.

As our school’s student body grows more diversified, designing and practicing the right approach
definitely is the on going challenging faced by our teachers, school staffs, and willing parents.




From the Classroom “

PC T Class

By Emma Lin

Hi there, my name is Emma Lin. | am the teacher of Practical Chinese Level Ill. |
had been with this class for a year. Both of my kids, Jim and Alison, 8 years and six years
old are in this class too.

Last year | asked the school about which class to place my kids as they were
frustrated, especially my son, with memorizing the strokes of characters; | was looking
for a class that focuses more on reading comprehension and conversation. At that time,
our former principal Mei-Hui Lee, suggested to establish a new track to better meet the
demand from similar families with children who have had some exposure and
understanding of BoPoMoFo but do not speak Chinese as a primary language at home.
That is how Practical Chinese was introduced.

| was then recruited as a PC Il teacher. We used “}d i # 5" as PC class textbook
that has a web site that students could practice reading at home with little assistance
from their parents. While teaching this class, | found students enjoy reading the
dialogue by picking their role-play. They also enjoyed very much the old Chinese
folktales that | read to them in English as most of the students speak little or no Chinese
at home.

This Fall | was able to continue teaching the same group of students and our class
now is PC IIl. This will give me the opportunity to witness, as years go on, my students
will be enjoy reading Chinese stories out of their own interest. That is the same goal |
have for my own kids. We are using different text book “* % 5. In addition to the
textbook, there are supplementary materials: an electronic book (a DVD) and a music CD,
which are very helpful for non-Chinese speaking family to practice reading at home.

While being a teacher to PCIl and PCIIl and also a teacher to my own kids, |
noticed where my kids struggle when they are doing their Chinese homework. | then
develop flash cards with Chinese phrases/words to strengthen their word recognition.
This semester, we will incorporate bingo game in the class for students to practice and
memorize their Chinese words. This is also the way | help my kids to learn Chinese at
home.

All in all, I am very happy to teach at the RCLS and at
the same time to teach my kids. | found it a very efficient
way of working.




Sharing My Experience “

WHY MY CHILDREN GO TO CHINESE SCHOOL

By Elo Valdsaar

For the same reason my parents made me go to Estonian Language School, | make sure
my own Chinese-Estonian children come to North Carolina Raleigh Chinese Language
School (RCLS); they need to be more than just American. If they want to be Chinese and
be part of the Chinese community, then they need to study Chinese and its culture.

When | was growing up, it was really pitiful to see young adults who suddenly longed to
be part of their parent’s heritage and learn the language. These Estonians had parents
who let them speak English at home. When they joined the Estonian community they
stuck out as outsiders because they have not grown up with other Estonians. They hadn’t
spent hours talking, sharing, eating, and learning Estonian culture, and yes, Estonian folk
dancing. Their need to have English spoken made things awkward and unnatural -
especially for the older people. And so many subtleties were lost on them because some
ideas can only be explained in that language.

Contrast this feeling with how normally a foreign born Estonian could meet another
Estonian and instantly have so many things in common. Understanding one another’s
reaction to outside cultures made friendships easy to establish. We felt kinship and
therefore a sense of “home”.

This “homie” feeling is something my children long for too...and find in RCLS Chinese
School. | really appreciate how RCLS Chinese School nurtures its community. My
children’s teachers, like Dr. Sam Suen, Mrs. Sun, and Mrs. Bao Chu, and many volunteers
and parents, are willing to sacrifice their Saturdays is really admirable. | think everyone
is making a significant difference in these children’s lives.

Of course some kids may not think that way now, but perhaps they will recognize later
how exciting it is to have “two” sets of eyes, to be able to experience life from two
cultural perspectives daily. It is really fun, for example, to watch two people from
different cultures trying to communicate and your background allowing you to know
some of each person’s unspoken thoughts. This rich way of experiencing life is a good
motivation for all our kids to be together at school.
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